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Ann Mire : Crowley (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Crowley (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent history of Crowley Louisiana!By Michael EThis is a 
treasure for anyone whoever lived in Crowley. I never realized how much I didn't know about my own home town. 
The photos are wonderful.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kindle CustomerGreat 
informative book about Crowley1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Crowley: Must Read for Present 
and Former ResidentsBy Fran TolerThis pictorial history of Crowley Louisiana shows that ordinary people can do 
extraordinary things when people unite around a common vision inspired by strong leaders like the Duson brothers, 
town founders. Further, the organization of the book by topic makes it an easy read. Former and present residents of 
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Crowley should read this book. It will make them proud. As a former resident, I came away with a better 
understanding and appreciation of the town where I grew up. Ann Mire and the staff of the Acadia Parish Library have 
provided a succinct,informative and useful book.

How do you build a town from scratch? The first ingredient is a dream. W.W. Duson served as the chef with a vision 
for a new town. With the railroad completed through southwestern Louisiana in 1881, Duson, general manager of the 
Southwestern Louisiana Land Company, orchestrated the purchase of land along the railroad. Railroader Patrick 
Crowley moved his "Crowley Switch" house depot to the new townsite as Duson stirred interest through 
advertisements in Midwestern newspapers. Duson blended the surveying, bringing 100 workers to clear the land, with 
Duson Brothers' real estate business to help shape the town. Mixed in were special excursion trains that brought in 
prospective buyers of lots and farmland. Finally, a heaping helping of pioneer adventurers--including merchant Jac 
Frankel, physician D.P. January, farmer brothers C.J. and Thomas Freeland, attorney James Barry, banker Preston 
Lovell, and many others--were added to spice up the town.

About the AuthorAuthor Ann Mire, assistant librarian at Acadia Parish Library, has sifted through the libraryrsquo;s 
Freeland Archives as well as private collections. Images of America: Crowley shows how Dusonrsquo;s dream 
continues to thrive with an aromatic mixture of old spirit and modern progress. 


