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John A. Walker : Cultural Offensive: America's Impact on British Art Since 1945  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cultural Offensive: America's Impact on British Art 
Since 1945: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A cross-cultural studyBy J. A. WalkerThis book considers the 
impact that the fine arts and mass culture of the United States had in Britain afer World War Two. Those influenced 
included British artists, art students and critics (including the author of the book when he was an art student). It's a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B017RN4L9I


fascinating social and cultural history. It is also an account of America's Cold War cultural offensive and the role 
played by American artists living in Britain (such as Kitaj). It documents the variegated responses of British artists to 
postwar America and its art, criticism and mass media. Their reactions ranged from Americanism - enthusiasm and 
compliance - to Anti-Americanism - criticism and resistance. Covering significant art movements such as Abstract 
Expressionism and Pop Art, the author digests information from hundreds of published sources and interviews to paint 
a vivid picture of a crucial period in British culture. Many of the critics, painters and sculptors featured - Lawrence 
Alloway, Peter Blake, Reyner Banham, Anthony Caro, Clement Greenberg, David Hockney, Richard Hamilton, R.B. 
Kitaj, John Latham, Claes Oldenburg, Eduardo Paolozzi, Herbert Read, Bridget Riley, Larry Rivers - are now 
internationally famous. The study is brought up to date with an overview of the decline in American influence during 
in the 1980s and 1990s and the rise of Brit Art. Walker is a scholar, an academic but he writes in a lively, accessible 
way. This book is well illustrated (but no colour unfortunately) and should be of interest on both sides of the Atlantic.

The vibrant fine arts and mass culture that the United Stated exported to Britain in the postwar period had a powerful 
and far-reaching impact on many British artists, art students and critics. In a fascinating social and cultural history 
covering the period from the 1940s to the 1990s, but with emphasis on the 1950s and 1960s, John A. Walker offers a 
scholarly but accessible account of America's Cold War cultural offensive and the role played by American artists 
living in Britain.This is the first text to document in detail the variegated responses of British artists to postwar 
America and its art, criticism and mass media. Their reactions that ranged from Americanism ndash; enthusiasm and 
compliance ndash; to Anti-Americanism ndash; criticism and resistance. Covering significant art movements such as 
Abstract Expressionism, the Independent Group and Pop Art, Walker synthesises information from hundreds of 
published sources and interviews to paint a vivid picture of a crucial period in British culture. Many of the critics, 
painters and sculptors featured ndash; Lawrence Alloway, Peter Blake, Reyner Banham, Anthony Caro, Clement 
Greenberg, David Hockney, Richard Hamilton, R.B. Kitaj, John Latham, Claes Oldenburg, Eduardo Paolozzi, Herbert 
Read, Bridget Riley, Larry Rivers ndash; are now internationally famous. The study is brought up to date with an 
overview of the decline in American influence during in the 1980s and 1990s and the rise of Brit Art.Ilustrated 
throughout, this lively and perceptive account of the art world in Britain looks at the shocking and sometimes 
seductive impact of the art of the new world - and the gradual recovery of a sense of national and artistic identity in the 
second half of the twentieth century.

`Highly accessible for artists and non-artists alike' -- PreviewAbout the AuthorJohn A Walker recently retired as 
Reader in Art and Design History at Middlesex University. The author of a number of books on art theory and aspects 
of popular culture, his previous Pluto titles are Art and Outrage: Provocation, Controversy and the Avant Garde, Art in 
the Age of Mass Media and Design History and the History of Design. 


