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Sim Van der Ryn : Culture, Architecture and Nature: An Ecological Design Retrospective  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Culture, Architecture and Nature: An 
Ecological Design Retrospective: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A TREASURE OF DESIGN WISDOMBy Sim Van der Ryna 
treasure of fifty years of design wisdom from a leader in the movement to make architecture more responsive to 
human needs and the health and well being of our planetary home.

Gathering his most compelling essays and addresses from the last fifty years in one accessible volume, this book looks 
at the pioneering ideas that underpin Sim Van der Rynrsquo;s ecological design philosophy. It offers a unique decade-
by-decade retrospective of the key issues in environmental design, beginning with the most recent years and looking 
back to the 1960s. With an introductory chapter and further recommended reading for each decade, this book is key 
reading for any architect or designer practising today, and students will find a wealth of knowledge with which to 
support their studies. The authorrsquo;s beautiful illustrations, painted in a corresponding timescale to the chapters, 
offer further insight into the way he understands the challenges of humanityrsquo;s stewardship of our planet.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00GDFIKRG


"Glimpse into the genealogy of one of the pioneers of the "sustainability ethic" that has now captured the hearts and 
minds of the built environment practitioners. Maybe you never had the chance to cross paths with Sim Van der Ryn; 
you were busy, far away, or born in a different time and place that didnrsquo;t allow for this particular serendipity to 
grace you. Wander through Simrsquo;s speeches. Appreciate the consistent, gentle, tenacious message that runs 
throughout early Sim to recent Sim. Our goal as designers is to evolve; observing Simrsquo;s evolution provides a 
model of hope, perseverance, and dignity. Lean on this book for inspiration, comfort, and courage." Jane Talkington, 
Sustainability Scholar-in-Residence, Institute of Creativity and Innovation, Spears School of Business, Oklahoma 
State University "[The] book leaves the reader with a deeper understanding of the possibilities for sustainable living" 
Gwen Williams, Gwen PhotoblogAbout the AuthorSim Van der Ryn is the president of EcoDesign Collaborative, a 
Northern California firm known for its pioneering work in integral design. For over 30 years he taught architecture and 
design at the University of California, Berkeley, inspiring a new generation to create buildings and communities that 
are sensitive to place, climate, and the flow of human interactions. As California State Architect in the seventies he 
was responsible for designing and building the first series of groundbreaking energy efficient, people-friendly, climate 
responsive government buildings. He is the author of six groundbreaking books about planning and design, which 
have helped inspire architects to see the myriad ways they can apply physical and social ecology to architecture and 
environmental design. Van der Ryn lives in the San Francisco Bay area. 


