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"A thoughtful and engaging contribution to the field that will have a sustained and lasting impact on the way feminist 
performance is defined and understood, as well as on how feminist histories and historiographies continue to challenge 
and transform the larger field of performance."---Charlotte Canning, The University of Texas at Austin"Harding 
forcefully challenges and destabilizes the male-centered Eurocentric genealogy of the avant-garde, which he claims is 
an uncontested, linear, positivistic history, unproblematized by theory. Then he argues that this gendered biased 
version of the European avant-garde is carried over into American historiography . . . A forceful case for a revisionist 
history."---Daniel Gerould, The City University of New York Graduate Center

"Cutting Performances demonstrates that feminist performances can, and should, play a crucial role in our 
understanding of the American avant-garde."mdash;Tara Rodman, Northwestern University, Theatre Journal (Theatre 
Journal 2012-12-01)About the AuthorJames M. Harding is Professor of English at the University of Mary 
Washington. His other books include Not the Other Avant-Garde: Transnational Foundations of Avant-Garde 
Performance (with John Rouse); Restaging the Sixties: Radical Theaters and Their Legacies (with Cindy Rosenthal); 
and Contours of the Theatrical Avant-Garde: Performance and Textuality. 


