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Rod Bigelow, Walter "Pete" Light : Dannemora (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dannemora (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. EngrossingBy SheeskoA great-uncle of mine (whom I never knew, 
of course) served time at Clinton Prison in Dannemora in the early 1900s. It was fascinating to learn what the place 
was like. The photos are of good quality, which is important because this is basically a picture book. Even so, you get 
a lot of details about life in the town and the prison. If you're at all imaginative, you'll get a very good feeling of what 
it must have been like to live in one or both of them.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DannemoraBy 
Mary R CarlsonMy grandmother lived here so spent a lot of time there visiting.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. I grew up there and this book is special to ...By MelI grew up there and this book is special to me 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00YO9513Y


because so many of the pictures were when I was growing and because my brother, Walter Peter "Pete" Light, was one 
of the writers of this book. He should be mentioned next to Rod Bigelow on this page. Most of the pictures came from 
Pete's collection.

The discovery of iron ore near Chateaugay Lake in 1831 started the settlement later known as the town of Dannemora. 
In 1832, several local businessmen entered into partnership to mine the ore. St. John B.L. Skinner, a lawyer in 
Plattsburgh, owned most of the land and named it Dannemora. Dannemora's history is intertwined with iron ore and 
the development of the prison. The town is located in Clinton County in the foothills of Dannemora Mountain and is 
within the Blue Line, which marks the border of Adirondack Park. The prison is built on the side of the mountain, and 
a building to its right, which was the State Hospital for Insane Convicts, is now called the Annex. Surrounding 
Dannemora are Lyon Mountain, Chazy Lake, and Upper Chateaugay Lake.

About the AuthorRod Bigelow, as historian for the Town of Dannemora, has managed a number of websites that cover 
the history of the area. His father and grandfather were guards of the prison and the hospital. Walter ldquo;Peterdquo; 
Light is historian for the Village of Dannemora and runs a museum in the village office building. He also developed 
and maintained the Clinton Prison Museum with Terrance Gilroy, the previous historian. Pete was a correctional 
officer in the prison for many years. 


