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Lauren Coodley : Napa: The Transformation of an American Town  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Napa: The Transformation of an American Town: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A people's historyBy Brian C. LeportThis book is definitely a 
"people's history" of Napa. It is thorough, but there are some glaring omissions, like the 1976 "Judgment of Paris", 
which leads me to wonder whether the authors think the wine industry is the defeat of Napa rather than its victory. 
They depiction of the industry overall would support that in that it is kinda-sorta presented as what ran off the average 
Napan and killed local business and creativity. There are other important dates, like the '89 quake, that don't make it in 
either, but these seem to be due to a lack of space, not a conscious slighting like the lack of history of the wine 
industry seems to indicate. That said, most books about Napa are about wineries and the families that built them, so a 
"people's history" is a welcome relief.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I do not bend books back ever 
and was sorely disappointed in the qualityBy Elaine AltmanThe history itself was very interesting but the quality of 
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the binding was very poorly done. The back half of the book had most of the pages falling out from the binding on the 
first read. I do not bend books back ever and was sorely disappointed in the quality.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Great history of Napa!By Cat GawddesssssssIf you're interested in Napa, CA (or know anyone else 
who might be) this is a great book! It would make a great gift for a history buff!

With roots set deep in California history, Napa's story reaches back to the Bear Flag Rebellion and earlier, to the first 
contact between Spanish explorers and the Wappo Indians. Through the founding of Spanish missions and the grants 
of ranchos by the Mexican government, Napa flourished under the various cultures that helped it become one of the 
west coast's most dynamic cities. As it bloomed into one of the most recognizable names on the American landscape, 
Napa's residents confronted issues of war and peace, of open space and sprawl.


