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Beginning in the 1990s, the geography of Latino migration to and within the United States started to shift. Immigrants 
from Central and South America increasingly bypassed the traditional gateway cities to settle in small cities, towns, 
and rural areas throughout the nation, particularly in the South. One popular new destination—Nashville, 
Tennessee—saw its Hispanic population increase by over 400 percent between 1990 and 2000. Nashville, like many 
other such new immigrant destinations, had little to no history of incorporating immigrants into local life. How did 
Nashville, as a city and society, respond to immigrant settlement? How did Latino immigrants come to understand 
their place in Nashville in the midst of this remarkable demographic change? In Nashville in the New Millennium, 
geographer Jamie Winders offers one of the first extended studies of the cultural, racial, and institutional politics of 
immigrant incorporation in a new urban destination.Moving from schools to neighborhoods to Nashville’s wider civic 
institutions, Nashville in the New Millennium details how Nashville’s long-term residents and its new immigrants 
experienced daily life as it transformed into a multicultural city with a new cosmopolitanism. Using an impressive 
array of methods, including archival work, interviews, and participant observation, Winders offers a fine-grained 
analysis of the importance of historical context, collective memories and shared social spaces in the process of 
immigrant incorporation. Lacking a shared memory of immigrant settlement, Nashville’s long-term residents turned to 
local history to explain and interpret a new Latino presence. A site where Latino day laborers gathered, for example, 
became a flashpoint in Nashville’s politics of immigration in part because the area had once been a popular gathering 
place for area teenagers in the 1960s and 1970s. Teachers also drew from local historical memories, particularly the 
busing era, to make sense of their newly multicultural student body. They struggled, however, to help immigrant 
students relate to the region’s complicated racial past, especially during history lessons on the Jim Crow era and the 
Civil Rights movement. When Winders turns to life in Nashville’s neighborhoods, she finds that many Latino 
immigrants opted to be quiet in public, partly in response to negative stereotypes of Hispanics across Nashville. Long-
term residents, however, viewed this silence as evidence of a failure to adapt to local norms of being neighborly.Filled 
with voices from both long-term residents and Latino immigrants, Nashville in the New Millennium offers an intimate 
portrait of the changing geography of immigrant settlement in America. It provides a comprehensive picture of Latino 
migration’s impact on race relations in the country and is an especially valuable contribution to the study of race and 
ethnicity in the South.

From the Back Cover"Jamie Winders has established herself as one of the most astute observers of Latina/o 
immigration to the South, particularly when it comes to race. In Nashville in the New Millennium she offers an 
excellent model of what geographers can contribute to the study of new destination immigration." Laura Pulido, 
professor of American studies and ethnicity, University of Southern California"As immigrants have come to populate 
new destination areas throughout the United States, processes of assimilation have begun to unfold in places having no 
prior experience with foreigners. In her path-breaking analysis of immigrants in Nashville, Jamie Winders offers a 
penetrating look at the new face of assimilation experienced by Latino immigrants who must grapple with questions of 
race, belonging, and identity in a world heretofore defined by a white-black color line. Nashville in the New 
Millennium is essential reading for those wishing to understand the dynamics and meaning of race and ethnicity in 
twenty-first-century America." Douglas S. Massey, Henry G. Bryant Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs, 
Princeton UniversityAbout the AuthorJAMIE WINDERS is associate professor of geography at Syracuse University. 


