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Richard Eyre : National Service: Diary of a Decade at the National Theatre  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised National Service: Diary of a Decade at the National Theatre: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I can't turn the page without encountering an idiotic mistake--a name 
misspelledBy Jeff SteitzerThe book is throughly delightful but I must protest at how absolutely appalling the editing 
for the Kindle version is! I can't turn the page without encountering an idiotic mistake--a name misspelled, a word 
reduced to gobbledegook. Whoever is responsible for this should be summarily fired! DREADFUL!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. A Fascinating Experience for all Lovers of Theatre.By Caroline KennedyA 
brilliant informative piece of theatrical history. The insight into the workings of the National Theatre from the man 
behind the scenes is not only delightful but imperative reading for anyone interested in mounting theatrical 
productions, whether in the West End or in rep around the country. Eyre writes with an ease, a sense of humour and a 
self-deprecating style that is irresistible. His compassion for, his love and loyalty to both the theatre and his Labour 
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ideals shine through on every page. He makes all the great actors sound human, like people we would want to share a 
drink with, discuss our next projects with, invite into our homes. Eyre has the knack of making every diary entry 
intelligent, funny and poignant. He is also very much a family man, obviously devoted to his wife and daughter and 
not shy to delve into the complex relationship with his dying father.A very worthwhile read. I hope Eyre is currently 
penning the next installment - life after the National.Caroline Kennedy, Los Angeles, CA

During the ten years from 1987 to 1997 that he was Director of the Royal National Theatre, Richard Eyre kept a 
diary - a record that disarmingly captured a life at the heart of British cultural and political affairs. The powerful and 
the famous inevitably strut and fret upon its pages, but National Service is also a moving personal journey, charted 
faithfully by a fiercely self-aware and frequently self-doubting individual. The job of grappling with a giant three-
headed monster as complex as the Royal National Theatre is laid before us. So are good gossip, brilliant insights into 
personalities and relationships and a sense of the ridiculous, which Eyre is powerless to suppress. Like other 
consummate diarists such as Alan Clark and Kenneth Tynan, Richard Eyre has a voice and point of view that jolt the 
reader into fresh understanding - and are instantly compelling.


