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Darren Deane, Sarah Butler : Nationalism and Architecture (Ashgate Studies in Architecture)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nationalism and Architecture 
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture): 

Unlike regionalism in architecture, which has been widely discussed in recent years, nationalism in architecture has 
not been so well explored and understood. However, the most powerful collective representation of a nation is through 
its architecture and how that architecture engages the global arena by expressing, defining and sometimes negating a 
sense of nation in order to participate in the international world. Bringing together case studies from Europe, North 
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and South America, the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Australia, this book provides a truly global exploration of the 
relationship between architecture and nationalism, via the themes of regionalism and representation, various national 
building projects, ethnic and trans-national expression, national identities and histories of nationalist architecture and 
the philosophies and sociological studies of nationalism. It argues that nationalism needs to be trans-national as a 
notion to be critically understood and the geographical scope of the proposed volume reflects the continuing relevance 
of the topic within current architectural scholarship as an overarching notion. The interdisciplinary essays are 
coherently grouped together in three thematic sections: Revisiting Nationalism, Interpreting Nationalism and 
Questioning Nationalism. These chapters, offer vignettes of the protean appearances of nationalism across nations, and 
offer a basis of developing wider knowledge and critically situated understanding of the question, beyond a singular 
nation's limited bounds.

'Architecture is shaped by national traditions but also deployed in the pursuit of national projects of identity, 
modernity, power, and prestige. This terrific collection breaks new ground and will be of interest to specialists on both 
architecture and nationalism and indeed all who care about how we build identity as we build buildings.' Craig 
Calhoun, President, Social Science Research Council, USA 'Nationalism and Architecture is a very good collection of 
essays that covers a wide range of historical issues and geographies around the world. Not only do the essays revisit 
earlier discourses on nationalism and its manifestation in Architecture but also they provide new interpretations that 
question the meaning of nationalism today.' Nezar Alsayyad, University of California, Berkeley, USA 'Heavyweight 
set of essays on nationalism from many countries and across borders. My favourite: a study of the subject through four 
ceilings - surprisingly convincing'. --RibaAbout the AuthorProfessor Raymond Quek, Institute of Sustainable 
Development and Architecture, Bond University, Australia. Professor Darren Deane, Manchester School of 
Architecture, UK. Dr Sarah Butler The New School for Design, New York, USA. 


