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Nationalism and Y outh in Theatre and Performance (Routledge Advances in Theatre Performance Studies):

Nationalism and Y outh in Theatre and Performance explores how children and young people fit into national political
theatre and, moreover, how youth enact interrogative, patriotic, and/or antagonistic performances as they develop their
own relationship with nationhood. Children are often seen as excluded from public discourse or political action.
However, thisidea of exclusion isfalse both because adults place children at the center of political debates (with the
rhetoric of future generations) and because children actively insert themselves into public discourse. Whether
performing a national anthem for visiting heads of state, creating a school play about a countryrsquo;s birth, or
marching in protest of achangein public policy, young people use theatre and performance as a means of publicly
staking aclaim in national palitics, directly engaging with ideas of nationalism around the world. This collection
explores the issues of how children fit into national discourse on international stages. The authors focus on national
performances by/for/with youth and examine a wide range of performances from across the globe, from parades and
protests to devised and traditional theatre. Nationalism and Y outh in Theatre and Performance rethinks how national
performance is defined and offers previously unexplored historical and theoretical discussions of political youth
performance.

"Nationalism and Y outh in Theatre and Performance is amust have for all those interested in working with young
people. The text is easily accessible. It is anice blend of theory, practice and anecdote. The writing style is poetic in its
academic voice. The authorsrsgquo; styles are inviting and their use of jargon unobtrusive and needed. Asthefield of
applied theatre emerges as amajor player across disciplines, editors Victoria Pettersen Lantz and Angela Sweigart-
Gallagher have brought together a ground breaking look into the performative lives of youth engaged in social action."
ndash; Gustave J. Weltsek, Indiana University, USAAbout the AuthorVictoria Pettersen Lantz is a Lecturer in the
Departments of Theatre and English at Sam Houston State University, USA. Angela Sweigart-Gallagher is Assistant
Professor of Theatre at Northeastern Illinois University, USA.



