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From University of Delaware Press : Nature, Politics, and the Arts: Essays on Romantic Culture for Carl 
Woodring  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nature, 
Politics, and the Arts: Essays on Romantic Culture for Carl Woodring: 

This interdisciplinary book honors Columbia professor and New York intellectual Carl Woodring. Chapters on 
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Romantic and Victorian literary culture written by leading scholars in the field join in conversation with 
Woodringrsquo;s teachings on literature and visual art and his commentaries on American culture. A multiple-
authored chapter of postscripts on the aesthetic range of Woodringrsquo;s intellectual interests across cultural 
disciplines, his contributions to English studies and his informing influence on several generations of scholars, and 
their areas of interest, follows. A chapter from Woodringrsquo;s unpublished autobiography, on his childhood in small-
town America, then concludes the volume with an ironic retrospection on intercultural origins.Topics addressed 
among the chapters include portraiture and self-fashioning, landscape art, physiognomy and caricatures, radical print 
ephemera, illustrated picaresque verse, social and political satire, traditions of the sublime in art and literature, 
transatlantic influences and aesthetics, chaos theory and the laws of thermodynamics, the Caribbean slave trade, 
revolutionary history, Napoleonic wars, the politics of multicultural communities, gender and race, marginalia and 
textual revelations, Native America, historical interchanges in curating museum shows, and contemporary American 
sculpture and art. Cultural figures of the nineteenth century that are featured in the discussions include Henry Adams, 
Beethoven, Blake, Byron, Willa Cather, Thomas Cole, Coleridge, James Fenimore Cooper, George Cruikshank, Ugo 
Foscolo, Washington Irving, Keats, Willibrord Mauml;hler, George Romney, Rowlandson, Shelley, and Wordsworth. 
Chapter essays, commentaries, and Carl Woodringrsquo;s unpublished writings function together in Nature, Politics, 
and the Arts: Essays on Romantic Culture for Carl Woodringmdash;with a depth of original perspectives and a multi-
voiced and intercultural coherence. The book as a whole testifies to Woodringrsquo;s living and intellectually potent 
legacy for future students of nineteenth-century transatlantic culture and twenty-first century scholarship on literature 
and art. 
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