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Lorinda LeClain : Nelsonville (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Nelsonville (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thanks for offering. Been wanting to pick up this ...By 
CopyTechThanks for offering. Been wanting to pick up this version for a while.... Then saw the Nelsonville special 
show recently released.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Tom.enjoyed this book0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. her dedication to the history of Nelsonville is unprecedented and this 
publication is a great representation. The photos withinBy Craig WestfallTo be honest my sister wrote this book; her 
dedication to the history of Nelsonville is unprecedented and this publication is a great representation. The photos 
within the boom depict the history of such a beautiful city during its golden era. If you're from Nelsonville this is a 
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great visual history of the city. This makes for a great gift for those who'd enjoy looking back at the industrial era of 
our city, one which makes us proud and brings a smile in imagining what we once were; this makes me proud to be 
fromNelsonville!

Named for Daniel Nelson, who arrived with his family in 1814, Nelsonville grew to become a boomtown by the mid-
1800s. Coal mines and brick factories were its major employers, and the town attracted emigrant workers from 
England. Two major routes, the Hocking Canal and Hocking Valley Railroad, not only provided transportation for the 
area but also a means to export coal. The canal suffered attacks by Gen. John Hunt Morgan and his Confederate 
cavalry during the Civil War and was ultimately destroyed by spring flooding, but the railroad has remained a 
premiere tourist attraction. The Public Square, around which the earliest establishments such as the Dew House were 
erected, continues to thrive as an arts district. Images of America: Nelsonville uses archival photographs and postcards 
to celebrate the most influential people and beloved places of the ?Little City of Black Diamonds? and to recap the 
challenges and triumphs that helped earn Nelsonville its distinctive reputation.

About the AuthorLorinda LeClain, historian for the Athens County Public Libraries Local History Room and graduate 
of Hocking College, has maintained history as a lifelong hobby and profession. LeClain selected the majority of the 
images for this pictorial history from the Nelsonville Public Libraryrsquo;s collection. 


