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Judith K De Jong : New SubUrbanisms before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised New SubUrbanisms:
0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy imene haddadeasy read, with interesting ideas
Historically, we see the city as the cramped, crumbling core of development and culture, and the suburb as the vast

outlying wasteland ndash; convenient, but vacant. Contemporary urban design proves thiswrong. In New
SubUrbanisms, Judith De Jong explains the on-going "flattening” of the American Metropolis, as suburbs are
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becoming more like their central cities ndash; and cities more like their suburbs through significant changesin spatial
and formal practice as well as demographic and cultural changes. These revisionist practices are exemplified in the
emergence of hybrid sub/urban conditions such as parking practices, the residential densification of suburbia, hyper-
programmed public spaces and inner city big-box retail, among others. Each of these hybridized conditions reflects to
varying degrees the reciprocating influences of the urban and the suburban. Each also offers opportunities for
innovation in new formal and spatial practices that re-configure conventional understandings of urban and suburban,
and in new ways of forming the evolving American metropolis. Based on this new understanding, De Jong argues for
the development of new ways of building the city. Aimed at students and practitioners of urban design and planning
New SubUrbanisms attempts to re-frame the contemporary metropolisin away that will generate more instrumental
engagement ndash; and ultimately, better design.

"A favorite...[and] awell researched and highly readable book on one part of the American condition today." nbsp;
(John Hill, A Weekly Dose of Architecture)"hellip;De Jong's exploration is an interesting and in some ways
provocative call to professionals to think anew, considering the metropolis as awhole, but also as an entity that
comprises agalaxy of particular settings. Summing Up: Recommended." ?CHOICE "The American suburbs no longer
exist as physically and conceptually peripheral to the downtown, the central consciousness of urban devel opment.
According to Judith K. De Jongrsquo;s new book, New SubUrbanisms, the suburbs' mainstream designation as places
of seclusion, domesticity, superficiality, and safety (set in comparison to their accompanying denser urban
downtowns), has collapsed in the wake of afeedback loop between central city and suburbia.." ndash; Amelia Taylor-
Hochberg, Editorial Manager, Archinect



