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Emily Talen : New Urbanism and American Planning: The Conflict of Cultures (Planning, History and 
Environment Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
New Urbanism and American Planning: The Conflict of Cultures (Planning, History and Environment Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ThoughtfulBy Tye SimpsonGreat effort with interesting 
reinterpretation of planning history. A little academic and dense but still readable.

New Urbanism and American Planning presents the history of American plannersrsquo; quest for good cities and 
shows how New Urbanism is a culmination of ideas that have been evolving since the nineteenth century. In her 
survey of the last hundred or so years of urbanist ideals, Emily Talen identifies four approaches to city-making, which 
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she terms lsquo;culturesrsquo;: incrementalism, plan-making, planned communities, and regionalism. She shows how 
these cultures connect, overlap, and conflict and how most of the ideas about building better settlements are 
recurrent.In the first part of the book Talen sets her theoretical framework and in the second part provides detailed 
analysis of her four lsquo;culturesrsquo;.She concludes with an assessment of the successes and failures of the four 
cultures and the need to integrate these ideas as a means to promoting good urbanism in America. 

"This is a must read for anyone interested in contributing wisely to American urbanization." - Alex Krieger, Professor 
of Urban Design, Harvard Graduate School of Design "She brings a rich, coherent historical overview to a subject 
often adrift in the horse lattitudes of statistical analysis." - James Howard KunstlerAbout the AuthorTalen is an 
associate professor in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning in the College of Fine and Applied Arts at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. She received a Ph.D. in geography from the University of California, Santa 
Barbara in 1995. Prior to that, she worked as a planner for the City of Santa Barbara for 6 years. Talen has more than 
30 publications in refereed journals on a variety of topics dealing with urban sprawl, city form and pattern, new 
urbanism, and the social implications of community design. Her research focuses on the evaluation of urban form and 
pattern, the relationship between human diversity and the built environment, and the measurement of peoplersquo;s 
preferences and attitudes about their local environments. She teaches courses in planning history and community 
design. 


