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Daniel Cruson : Newtown: 1900-1960 (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Newtown: 1900-1960 (Images of America): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Newtown, Connecticut: Views from a more innocent timeBy John 
WilliamsonAs one who frequently traveled the backroads and out of the way places in New England some years ago, 
camera in hand, this small town in northern Fairfield County, about sixty miles northeast of New York City, became a 
frequent stop. Had been through the town years before that when visiting relatives in nearby Bethel in my youth, but it 
was the town's rooster weathervane, the symbolic chanticleer on the steeple of the Congregational church, along with 
its rural charm that captivated me, and made me stop and wander there on a number of occasions.Newtown:: 1900-
1960 by Daniel Cruson features that chanticleer in the opening pages of this book, and the author explains that it 
became part of the official town seal, and how the first purchase of town land had been made from the local Pootatuck 
Native Americans in 1705.This is a photo book with informative and descriptive captions, many which came from the 
author's personal archives, and through them we see the growth of the small turn of the century village into the 
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suburban town it became in the 1960s. Through the photos found here, the author illustrates how the Newtown area 
had an agricultural base with some small-scale industry, but beginning with the introduction of the automobile, this 
town evolved into an integrated suburban town with a highly mobile population. The vintage photographs in this book 
tell the story of that transformation.Beginning from Main Street, the heart of the town, residents and visitors who have 
been here will recognize the quiet rural village from the 1905 photo from the western side from Castle Hill Road, just 
before its climb up the steepest part of the hill. There's an image of Newton Street in 1905 in the days of the horse and 
buggy, and one from 1910 showing an early road grader that had to be used frequently to refinish the dirt-and-gravel 
surface of Main Street.The reader is treated to images of Federalist-style homes, businesses, the first town hall, early 
gas stations, bridges, railway stations, small grocery stores, mills, local celebrations and lakefront areas. There's a 1939 
snapshot of two men on the Congregational church steeple. The man on top is named, and he had just reapplied the 
gilding to the symbolic chanticleer (rooster) and was replacing it.Among the the images here are those of Sandy Hook, 
the second community that was developed in Newtown. As the author notes, it was here that the first mills were 
erected, which presaged the coming of the Industrial Revolution. These mills later supplied a livelihood for many of 
the town's residents of the time. And it was Sandy Hook that absorbed many of the Irish immigrants who came to the 
United States as a result of the Great Famine.It's probable that some of those who perished in the recent horrific events 
that have dominated the news media in December 2012 were descendants of some of those early settlers here. Looking 
at the images of the people and places here will not bring closure to the families and friends of those lost on December 
14, 2012, but for those of us who have spent any time in this area, it does offer a picture of how deeply rooted this 
family-oriented community was and remains today.Daniel Cruson's Newtown:: 1900-1960 is 128-page visual history, 
with some locations that are in the National Register of Historic Places, and a tribute to all of those who have lived 
there. It offers us a glimpse into a small New England town from more innocent times.12/17/20123 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. Enchanting look into the pastBy Connecticut YankeeHaving lived my first twenty years 
in Newtown, I thought I knew the town well. It was a pleasant surprise to visit the past and gain knowledge with 
almost every turn of the page. The photos are captivating and the captions free of error (as far as I am aware.) This 
look at 20th Century Newtown is probably representative of many New England towns and is a cherished addition to 
my home.

Newtown changed most dramatically in the period from 1900 to 1960, and Newtown: 1900-1960 captures these 
changes photographically to show how Newtown became the suburban town with a small-town atmosphere that it is 
today. The book includes an outstanding array of photographs from three recently discovered collections, including a 
series on the army maneuvers of 1912, which shows the state of the American army before World War I. Newtown: 
1900-1960 begins with the village, which is truly the heart of the town. It focuses on institutions such as the Newtown 
Savings Bank, which was the business center for almost a century and a half. The book then examines the industrial 
section of town, Sandy Hook, with businesses that both sustained life and just made life more pleasant. In addition, the 
book looks at the outlying settlements of Stevenson, Hattertown, Hawleyville, and Riverside, a summer colony that 
became a year-round place.

About the AuthorDaniel Cruson currently serves as the town historian for Newtown and as the president of the 
Archaeological Society of Connecticut. He is also the author of Newtown and Redding and Easton. A devotee of the 
study of local history, he has designed and taught courses in local history at Joel Barlow High School in Redding. His 
passion for the subject is clearly evident in his loving treatment of Newtown's recent past. 


