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Mark Rylance, Louis Jenkins: Nice Fish (NHB Modern Plays) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nice Fish (NHB Modern Plays):

On afrozen Minnesota lake, the ice is beginning to creak and groan. It's the end of the fishing season, and two old
friends are out on the ice, angling for something big; something down there that is pure need.Something that might just
swallow them whole.In Nice Fish, celebrated actor Mark Rylance draws on his own teenage yearsin the American
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Midwest, in a unique collaboration with critically acclaimed Minnesotan contemporary prose poet Louis Jenkins and
the whole company.This sublimely playful, profound and very funny play transferred direct from a sell-out run in New
Y ork to the Harold Pinter Thesatre, London, in 2016, in a production directed by Claire van Kampen and starring
Rylance and Jim Lichtscheidl. 'A whimsical, ultimately resonant portrait of lost souls waiting to hook or be hooked' -
Time Out New Y orklsquo;Deliriously funnyrsguo; - Variety

Praise for Nice Fish:For acertain slice of New Y orkersyou know who you areMark Rylance isthe cultural deity that
Beyonceacute; isto, well, adifferent slice of New Yorkers. . . Nice Fish [is] aquirky charmer of aplay ... Mr.
Jenkinsrsquo;s language, moving like the flowing of ariver through both the shallows and the depths, has a lightness
of touch even when it is at its most plainly philosophical. He finds the spiritual in the ebb and flow of daily life, and
meanings implicit in things that can be seen, touched, held . . . Jenkinsrsquo;s seemingly modest writing, attuned to
close observation of everyday experience, contains, beneath its homely surfaces, larger meanings that glide softly into
your mind and heart, like those elusive fish swimming beneath the ice.rdquo;Charles Isherwood, New Y ork Times
(Criticsrsguo; Pick)Deliriously funny existential ruminations. . . A compact, unpretentious play . . . [An] imaginative
piece about two ice fishermen on afrozen lake in Minnesota. . . Jenkinsrsgquo; poetry . . . hangsin the air at the
end.rdquo;Marilyn Stasio, VarietyNice Fish has the flat, folksy vaudeville quality of [A Prairie Home Companion],
with its rime of humor and undertow of malaise .. . . Rylance bring[s] his usual brilliance to the
proceedings.rdquo;New Y orkNice Fish isawhimsical, ultimately resonant portrait of lost souls waiting to hook or be
hooked.rdquo; Time Out New Y orkEntertainment of an extremely high order: thisisthe kind of play that gives
situation comedy itsgood name. . . The final scene, its poignance as well-earned as the laughs that came before,
reminded me of Rene And Georgette Magritte After The War, the ode to aging by Paul Simon, another great stream-of -
consciousness writer . . . Nice Fish unfoldslikealark . . . but resonates with meaning well below thewell, you
knowbelow the surface.rdquo;DeadlineNice Fish isagreat catch . . . ltswhimsical observational humor is consistently
amusing.rdquo;Hollywood ReporterA wild ride into the depths of existence. . . Therersquo;s awhiff of The Red
Green Show here, some Waiting for Godot, alittle Seinfeld, Moby Dick and animistic philosophy . . . [A] magnificent
mess. We feel part of something that is being created, in fits and starts, out of chaos. The playrsquo;s wildness courts
disaster at the same time it amazes with its bravery. How infrequently we get to see such raw, present and alive work .
.. Nice Fish howls like a snowstorm.rdquo;Minneapolis Star TribuneUnexpected and refreshing, profound and
touchingrdguo;Minnesota Monthly The ice may be groaning on the frozen Minnesota lake where Mark Rylance and
Jm Lichtscheidl are mulling lifersquo;s mysteries, but the dialogue is solid and crisp . . . Doddering good
humor.rdquo;NBC New Y ork[An] eccentric ice-fishing comedy . . . Fishis at its best when itrsquo;s at its most
absurd.rdquo;Entertainment WeeklyNice Fish is nothing less than the Waiting for Godot of ice fishing, punctuating
lifersquo;slong (and sometimes apparently senseless) wait with moments of reflection, physical comedy, absurdity,
profound sadness, and startling delight.rdquo;AisleSay TwinCities.comBrilliant . . . The writing isstunning . . . The
language is just gorgeous.rdquo;Observer (UK)If Samuel Beckett were to resurrect just long enough to script a couple
of episodes of Prairie Home Companion, the result might resemble Nice Fish . . . which merges existential dread with
genial folksiness. . . Thewriting . . . [is] intensely charming in its cock-eyed humanity.rdquo; Guardian (UK)



