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The Noh Plays of Japan is the most respected collection of Noh plays in English. The classic Japanese plays can be 
read for their great literary merit and also provide the reader with an understanding of a unique theatre art and 
important insights into the cultural, spiritual and artistic traditions of Japan.The Noh Plays of Japan, first published in 
1921 and justly famous for more than three-quarters of a century, established the Noh play for the Western reader as 
beautiful literature. It contains Arthur Waley's exquisite translations of nineteen plays and summaries of sixteen more, 
together with a revealing introductory essay that furnishes the background for a clear understanding and a genuine 
appreciation of the Noh as a highly significant dramatic form.Noh plays live on as a magnificent artistic heritage 
handed down from the high culture of medieval Japan. Among the major types of Japanese drama, the Noh, which is 
often called the classical theatre of Japan, has had perhaps the greatest attraction for the West. Introduced to Europe 
and America through the translations of Arthur Waley and Ezra Pound, it found an ardent admirer in William Butler 
Yeats, who described it as a form of drama "distinguished, indirect, and symbolic" and created plays in its image.

The acclaim that greeted the book on its first appearance is reflected in the following comments: "It ishellip;the highest 
tribute to this book that, fascinating as is the introduction, the text is more fascinating stillhellip;The natural beauty of 
the poetry rises like a flower." mdash;New StatesmanAbout the AuthorAbout the Author: "Waley was born in 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent England, as Arthur David Schloss, son of the economist David Frederick Schloss. Of Jewish 
heritage, he changed his surname to his paternal grandmother's maiden name, Waley, in 1914. Educated at Rugby 
School, he entered King's College, Cambridge in 1907, where he studied Classics, and was awarded a bachelor's 
degree in 1910.Waley was appointed Assistant Keeper of Oriental Prints and Manuscripts at the British Museum in 
1913. During this time he taught himself Chinese and Japanese, partly to help catalogue the paintings in the Museum's 
collection. He quit in 1929 to devote himself fully to his literary and cultural interests, though he continued to lecture 
in the School of Oriental and African Studies, London. In 1918, he met Beryl de Zoete, a dance critic and writer; they 
lived together until her death in 1962. In 1966, Arthur Waley married Alison Robinson, whom he had first met in 
1929. They lived in Highgate in London, and she became a familiar figure in later years, living beyond the age of 
100." (Quote from wikipedia.org) 


