
(Read now) The Offensive Art: Political Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat

The Offensive Art: Political Satire and Its Censorship around the 
World from Beerbohm to Borat

Leonard Freedman 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

#2474230 in eBooks 2008-11-30 2008-11-30File Name: B0027IS3WK | File size: 21.Mb

Leonard Freedman : The Offensive Art: Political Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm 
to Borat  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Offensive Art: Political Satire and Its Censorship around the World from Beerbohm to Borat: 

The Offensive Art is an arch and sometimes caustic look at the art of political satire as practiced in democratic, 
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monarchical, and authoritarian societies around the world over the past century-together with the efforts by 
governmental, religious, and corporate authorities to suppress it by censorship, intimidation, policy, and fatwa. 
Examples are drawn from the full spectrum of satiric genres, including novels, plays, verse, songs, essays, cartoons, 
cabarets and revues, movies, television, and the Internet. The multicultural and multimedia breadth and historical 
depth of Freedman's comparative approach frames his novel assessment of the role of political satire in today's post-
9/11 world, and in particular the cross-cultural controversies it generates, such as the global protests against the 
Jyllands-Posten cartoons.In a tongue-in-cheek style peppered with the world's best one-liners from the last century, 
The Offensive Art recounts the acrimonious and often perilous cat-and-mouse games between political satirists and 
their censors and inhibitors through the last century in America (especially FDR, LBJ, Nixon, Reagan, Clinton, and 
Bush II and in wartime), Britain (especially Churchill, Thatcher, Blair and the Royals), Germany (Hitler to the 
present), Russia (Stalin to the present), China (Mao to the present), India (from the Raj on), and the Middle East (from 
1920s Egypt to today). Freedman focuses on the role and transformation of satire during shifts from authoritarian to 
democratic systems in such places as South Africa, Argentina, and Eastern Europe. He surveys the state of satire 
throughout the world today, identifying the most dangerous countries for practitioners of the offensive art, and 
presents his findings as to the political efficacy of satire in provoking change.

"Freedman (emeritus, political science, U. of California at Los Angeles) presents a comparative history of the struggle 
between political satirists and censors in democracies and authoritarian states. Examining the United States and Britain 
in turn, he offers chapters discussing, first, how satirists have targeted political leaders and, second, the types of 
constraints they have faced. He then provides more broad-brush discussion of satirists and censorship in Nazi 
Germany, Stalinist Russia, Maoist China, British India, and the contemporary Middle East." - Reference Research 
Book NewsAbout the AuthorLeonard Freedman is Professor Emeritus of Political Science at the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA), where he was Dean of the university's Continuing Education Division. He currently 
teaches political satire to UCLA undergraduates and extension students. He is the author of seven books, including 
Power and Politics in America, Politics and Policy in Britain, and Tension Areas in World Affairs. He wrote and 
narrated the National Public Radio series, Power in America. 


