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D. Kern Holoman : The Orchestra: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Orchestra: A Very Short Introduction 
(Very Short Introductions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I liked itBy Bev H.Having worked in orchestra management for 11 
years I found the book enjoyable.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Lia Herrera-

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008RYQKD2


LassoThe content is very good, but the book is small and font is hard to read.2 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. A quick, easy readBy Tigerbob60If you are looking for short overview of the symphony orchestra as it has 
evolved over the centuries, this one is for you. While I learned some new things, the book mostly connected the dots 
and gave a better snapshot of the orchestra, it venues, and its important conductors over time.

The Orchestra: A Very Short Introduction considers the structure, roots, and day-to-day functioning of the modern 
philharmonic society. Far from an anachronistic organization that cannot long survive, it is shown to be powerful 
political and social force, occupying critical positions in cultural diplomacy, national identity, and civic pride.

"The Orchestra: A Very Short Introduction is a savvy, modern, and entertaining introduction to the 21st-century world 
of orchestras. It combines an insider's perspective with a general overview of the subject-definitely a must for all 
music lovers." --Alan Gilbert, music director, New York Philharmonic "The Orchestra: A Very Short Introduction 
should be required reading for everyone who cares about classical music in today's world. Presented in a refreshingly 
nontraditional format, Holoman's book is absolutely comprehensive, brimming with surprising insight, wit and 
vibrancy. Perhaps inspired by the words of the philosopher Seneca whom he quotes-'True pleasure is serious business'-
the author succeeds in making a serious and important subject a complete pleasure to explore in this superb book."--
JoAnn Falletta, Music Director, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and Virginia Symphony; Principal Conductor, Ulster 
Orchestra "Holoman's series of witty quips, anecdotes, and one-liners will keep one reading to the book's much too 
rapid conclusion." -- Music Media MonthlyAbout the AuthorD. Kern Holoman is Distinguished Professor of Music at 
the University of California, Davis, and conductor emeritus of the UC Davis Symphony Orchestra. He is author of 
Berlioz, Evenings with the Orchestra, the popular textbook Masterworks, the best-selling Writing About Music, and 
Charles Munch. 


