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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ordinary Acrobat: 
A Journey into the Wondrous World of the Circus, Past and Present: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not your ordinary Circus!By MagnoliaBloomWhy do I love this 
book? Why have I sent copies to 7 different young people I know who are professional circus artists? Because of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00957T5A0


PERSPECTIVE. This book details the fascinating history, traditions and evolution of the circus arts in an interesting, 
highly-readable and ultimately inspiring narrative by a writer who has lived his story. Modern circus is well known to 
millions around the world largely through familiarity with Cirque du Soleil performances, but few know the story 
behind the highly refined disciplines we watch with awe inside the tent or theatre. Reading this book gives valuable 
insight into the past, present and future of circus, and opens a window for spectator and performer alike to appreciate 
these demanding arts which continue to fascinate and inspire. Highly recommended!2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Engrossing!By Lois MaskiellAbsolutely adored this book! I highly recommend it to both circus and 
non-circus lovers alike, or anyone who likes to read. I found the mixture of memoir and history kept the book spinning 
and always interesting. An over all illumination of circus arts.Many thanks to the author!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. As Entertaining as a Circus!By Katy BejaranoWhat an entertaining read! Well written, 
fascinating history, first person experiences - the chapter on being on the trapeze is worth the price of the whole book, 
lots of circus lore and just plain fun to read! Great memories for those who have been to a circus, and for those who 
haven't, it will make you want to go.

The extraordinary story of a young manrsquo;s plunge into the unique and wonderful world of the circusmdash;taking 
readers deep into circus history and its renaissance as a contemporary art form, and behind the (tented) walls of 
Francersquo;s most prestigious circus school. When Duncan Wall visited his first nouveau cirque as a college student 
in Paris, everything about itmdash;the monochromatic costumes, the acrobat singing Simon and Garfunkel, the juggler 
reciting Proustmdash;was captivating. Soon he was waiting outside stage doors, eagerly chatting with the stars, and 
attending circuses two or three nights a week. So great was his enthusiasm that a year later he applied on a whim to the 
training program at the Eacute;cole Nationale des Arts du Cirquemdash;and was, to his surprise, accepted. Sometimes 
scary and often funny, The Ordinary Acrobat follows the (occasionally literal) collision of one American novice and a 
host of gifted international students in a rigorous regimen of tumbling, trapeze, juggling, and clowning. Along the 
way, Wall introduces readers to all the ambition, beauty, and thrills of the circusrsquo;s long history: from 
hardscrabble beginnings to Gilded Age treasures, and from twentieth-century artistic and economic struggles to its 
brilliant reemergence in the form of contemporary circus (most prominently through Cirque du Soleil). Readers meet 
figures pastmdash;the father of the circus, Philip Astley; the larger-than-life P. T. Barnummdash;and present, as Wall 
seeks lessons from innovative masters including juggler Jeacute;rocirc;me Thomas and clown Andreacute; Riot-
Sarcey. As Wall learns, not everyone is destined to run away with the circusmdash;but the institution fascinates just 
the same. Brimming with surprises, outsized personalities, and plenty of charm, The Ordinary Acrobat delivers all the 
excitement and pleasure of the circus ring itself.

From BooklistWall had the great fortune of realizing the archetypal childhood dream of running away to join the 
circus when he secured a Fulbright fellowship to do just that. After visiting the nouveau cirque as a college student in 
Paris, Wall was intrigued by the high cultural regard the French held for the circus as performance art. Wall spent a 
year in the intensive Ecole Nationale des Arts du Cirque, learning the skills of juggling, tumbling, and clowning. He 
also researched the origins of the disparate circus arts, from ancient Chinese culture through the Romans until 1798, 
when a British cavalier pulled together the circus of human and animal feats. The appeal of traditional circus had been 
on the wane until Cirque du Soleil dropped the animal acts and focused on choreography and human dexterity with 
spectacle worthy of Las Vegas. Wall chronicles his year of discovery of the history and future of the circus as well as 
the dramatic personalities and grueling physical training in this behind-the-scenes look at the evolving art of the 
circus. --Vanessa Bush ldquo;Lovelyhellip;There is plenty in The Ordinary Acrobat to set circusphile and circus-
skeptic alike to dreaming.rdquo;mdash;The Washington Postldquo;An exquisite expositionhellip;Proving himself even 
more adroit verbally than physically, Wall offers a revelatory love letter to the simultaneously ancient and 
contemporary art of acrobatics, the circus, and its denizens.rdquo;mdash;Library Journalldquo;In this enchanting 
memoir sprinkled with historical anecdotes, Wall pulls the reader into the world of circus, past and presenthellip;his 
captivating journey of discovery may lead others to consider running away to join one.rdquo;mdash;Publisherrsquo;s 
Weeklynbsp;ldquo;Wall is a charming guidehellip; [his] appreciation of the circus is deepened by his understanding of 
its long and distinct history.rdquo;mdash;The New Republic ldquo;Blending cultural history with biography, memoir 
and travelogue, Wallrsquo;s carefully balanced book is, in itself, a successful tightrope traverse.rdquo;nbsp;ndash; 
Kirkus sldquo;If ever you have the urge to run away and join the circus, you can save yourself the trip and still have 
the thrill of it all by reading The Ordinary Acrobat. Duncan Wallrsquo;s adventures as a novitiate in a Parisian circus 
school are wonderfully entertaining. A beautifully written account of life past and present under the big top.rdquo; 
mdash;Eric Lax, author of Woody Allen: A Biographynbsp;nbsp;ldquo;The Ordinary Acrobat is an incandescent 
odysseymdash;personally and historicallymdash;into the captivating transnational world of the circus. A fascinating, 
funny, effervescent story told with great affection.rdquo; mdash;Janet M. Davis, author of Circus Age: Culture and 
Society Under the American Big Topldquo;Wall [does] an admirable job of pursuing the circusrsquo;s road-show 
mysteries and endlessly winding pathshellip;it isnrsquo;t a conventional memoir, but the circus isnrsquo;t a 



conventional subject, either.rdquo;mdash;NPRnbsp;ldquo;Wall is intoxicated and obsessed with the circus, 
andhellip;itrsquo;s infectious.rdquo;mdash;Biographilenbsp;nbsp;ldquo;Lively and wide-ranginghellip;Wallrsquo;s 
eye for anecdote, in both past and present, is sharp.rdquo;mdash;The Seattle Timesnbsp;ldquo;Meticulously 
researched, intensely reported and brightly written, The Ordinary Acrobathellip;[is] an entertaining, artistic several-
hour act that leaves indelible impressions.rdquo;mdash;The Minneapolis Star TribuneAbout the AuthorDuncan Wall 
studied as a Fulbright scholar at Francersquo;s Eacute;cole Nationale des Arts du Cirque de Rosny-sous-Bois. He is on 
the board of directors for the American Youth Circus Organization and was the founder and condash;artistic director 
of the Candidatos, an acclaimed clown-theater company recognized by The New York Times for its contribution to the 
flowering of contemporary clowning. He lives in Montreal, where he teaches circus history and criticism at the 
Eacute;cole Nationale de Cirque, Canadarsquo;s national circus school.nbsp; 


