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David Van Leer : The Queening of America before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The Queening of America:

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The book queer theory should have made its ur-text...By A
CustomerVan Leer's book is everything we want from gay and lesbian (and queer) theory. Written in extremely lucid,
beautifully crisp prose, Van Leer looks closely at how "the closet" could and did function in important ways in mid-
20th c. America. He returns theory to the masses here--offering an analysis that is truly accessible to all readers,
academic and non-academic alike. Moreover, he pays close attention to minority subcultures and their intersections; he
is not solely interested in gay, white male specificity. In this respect alone, the book is completely novel and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00ABM3HC0

important--evidencing a respect for all minority populations existing within hegemony. A theoretical tour-de-force and
atreat to read, "The Queening of America" isthe book we all should have turned to in queer theory's nascent period.
It'sashameit isn't read and cited more often.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. an interesting
accountBy john Abbottfrom my perspective thisis just amazing, really a wonderful account about the gayness of
american and the fate of the breeders. A very isnightful uunbiasedd account of ther Gay inroad in media and money
that are remaking ameria. | recommend this heavily.

Since at least the end of the nineteenth century, gay culture - its humour, itsicons, its desires - has been alive and
sometimes even visiblein the midst of straight American society. David Van Leer puts forward here a series of
readings that aim to identify what he calls the "queening" of America, a process by which "rhetorics and situations
specific to homosexual culture are presented to a general readership asif culturally neutral." The Queening of America
examines how the invisibility of gay male writing, especially in the popular culture of the 1950s and 1960s, facilitated
the crossing of gay motifsin straight culture. Van Leer then critiques some current models of making homosexuality
visible (the packaging of Joe Orton, the theories of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, the rise of gay studies), before
concluding more optimistically with the possible alliances between gay culture and other minority discourses.

About the AuthorDavid Van Leer is Professor of English at the University of California, Davis. Heis the author of
Emerson's Epistemology: The Argument of the Esaays.



