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William Berger : Wagner Without Fear: Learning to Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Wagner Without Fear: 
Learning to Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very Enjoyable Overview of Wagner and His Major OperasBy J. 
GroenI'm just getting into Wagner's music having seen The Ring performed twice by the Seattle Opera and a couple of 
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other Wagner Operas. I found this book in the Seattle Opera store, took a look at it and decided to buy it to read it on 
my Kindle while I was enjoying this years cycle of The Ring.I was not disappointed. I suppose that some individuals 
take offense to sections that describe when to eat and go to the bathroom and highlight some of the challenging spots 
to be prepared for when attending a Wagner Opera. But this book wasn't written for the Wagner experts. It was written 
for the novices and the individuals who want to explore Wagner's Operas in more detail but are, quite frankly, 
concerned. That is why the book is called "Wagner Without Fear". It helps the novice to get prepared for and enjoy a 
Wagner Opera.And the book does an excellent job of preparing the newbee to Wagner Operas. This must be a reason 
why the Seattle Opera has copies of it for sale because that organization does an excellent job of performing Wagner's 
Ring. And personally, I found the book quite helpful. In November, I'm seeing Parsifal and I'm a little leery but the 
book provides a good quide for preparation and thanks to the book, I will enjoy that opera, I'm sure.I highly 
recommend this book for anyone who is interested in Wagner's Operas but has some concerns.7 of 8 people found the 
following review helpful. Berger is King of Wagnerite ValhallaBy C. M MillsAmerican humorist Mark Twain wryly 
obeserved, "Wagner's operas are not as bad as they sound!" With wit, warmth, expertise and instructions on rest room 
breaks this book will enterain you! Berger is a musician and linguist who is able to explain the byzantinian plots of 
Wagnerian opera with simplicyh, conciseness and humor. As an opera fan with a general knowledge of Wagner I 
found the book useful. Useful because:1. He has a good plot synopsis of each major Wagner opera2. He gives a brief 
but adequate sketch of the life of the titatnic German anti-semtic genius.3. Berger includes the best books, CD's and 
videos for the neophyte as well as the experienced fan of a titanic but flawed genius. Relish Berger's witty style as you 
learn more about a great artist. Highly recommended.9 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Bravo for 
Berger as he explores the Bayreuth Genius.By C. M MillsBy all accounts Richard Wagner was an antisemtic bigot 
who practiced the art of adultery, seduction and other nefarious activities in nineteenth century Europe. He was also a 
musical genius who revolutionized the staid world of opera. William Berger gives the reader a guide written in a 
popular, witty yet erudite style which enchants as it enterains. Berger provides us with plot summaries of the major 
Wagner operas while adding chapters dealing with everything from a bibliograpy of valuable books on Wagner; a 
chapter on Wagner on CD's and even when to plan for bathroom breaks during interminable evenings of Wagner 
watching in the theatre! I found his description of the ambience at Bayreuth to be a fascinating glimpse of the mecca 
for all true Wagnerites making the pilgrimage to the shirne of the Master. This book will be a welcome addition to 
newcomers to the art of Wagner as well as seasoned operagoers. I will keep this book on my shelf for easy access 
while whiling away Saturday afternoons tuned in to the Met or enjoying an evening of Tristan and Isolde on my Bose 
radio. Berger is readable and opinionated. This book comes highly recommended by this reviewer.

Do you cringe when your opera-loving friends start raving about the latest production of Tristan? Do you feel faint just 
thinking about the six-hour performance of Parsifal you were given tickets to? Does your mate accuse you of having a 
Tannhauml;user complex? If you're baffled by the behavior of Wagner worshipers, if you've longed to fathom the 
mysteries of Wagner's ever-increasing popularity, or if you just want to better understand and enjoy the performances 
you're attending, you'll find this delightful book indispensable.William Berger is the most helpful guide one could 
hope to find for navigating the strange and beautiful world of the most controversial artist who ever lived. He tells you 
all you need to know to become a true Wagnerite--from story lines to historical background; from when to visit the 
rest room to how to sound smart during intermission; from the Jewish legend that possibly inspired Lohengrin to the 
tragic death of the first Tristan. Funny, informative, and always a pleasure to read, Wagner Without Fear proves that 
the art of Wagner can be accessible to everyone.Includes:- The strange life of Richard Wagner--German patriot (and 
exile), friend (and enemy) of Liszt and Nietzsche- Essential opera lore and "lobby talk"- A scene-by-scene analysis of 
each opera- What to listen for to get the most from the music- Recommended recordings, films, and sound tracksFrom 
the Trade Paperback edition.


