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Wojciech Siemaszkiewicz, Marta Mestrovic Deyrup : Wallington's Polish Community (Images of America) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Wallington's Polish 
Community (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DsiappointingBy Alissa H.I was so excited about this book, I even 
pre-ordered it.It's all the same people/names throughout the book. My family has been in that town since probably 
1960... I guess they aren't considered part of the Polish Community since they probably weren't friends with the 
author.Also, it has way too much focus on religion. The inside of the book does not hold up to the title.0 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. The lost years!By ChinaThis was suppose to be a series of history about each town 
from it's beginning to present.What this book is a separated pidgeon holed story of Polish people and their friends from 
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WWII to present. What happened to Wallington from George Washington to WWii? A waste! And I live here!1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Worst Book I Ever ReadBy HalibutI want my money back! Most of the 
book contains pictures of the Sadowski family, Most Sacred Heart Church, and construction of the HIllside SAC, and 
let me tell you that Most Sacred Heart and Father Fronczak was not the love fest the author makes it out to be. I have 
lived in Wallington since day one and so much is missing from this "history." A native should have written this book 
and not a transplant from Jersey City. Stick to your day job, and seriously, can I get my money back?

The years after World War I heralded a large influx of Polish immigrants fleeing war-torn homelands in search of a 
better life. Drawn by the opportunity to work in the textile and manufacturing mills, Polish immigrants moved to 
Wallington, New Jersey, a newly incorporated borough in Bergen County. The Polish community of Wallington 
established themselves as local store owners and businessmen. They constructed churches and social club buildings; 
established restaurants, pubs, and grocery stores; and participated in the social life of their community. By the 1920s, 
Polish Americans began to dominate local politics; in 1929, the first Polish American mayor, Leo Strzelecki, was 
elected. Polish Americans became the majority in Wallington between 1935 and 1945, representing about 70 percent 
of the population. In 2012, Polish Americans comprise over 50 percent of Wallingtons population. Through vintage 
photographs that capture the spiritual life of these people and the struggles they overcame, Wallingtons Polish 
Community honors the Polish immigrants of the past while educating new generations.

About the AuthorWojciech Siemaszkiewicz, a Polish immigrant, is the national director of the Polish American 
Congress, Northern New Jersey Division. Marta Mestrovic Deyrup, also from Bergen County, is a Slavic librarian at 
Seton Hall University. Images within the pages of Wallingtonrsquo;s Polish Community come from the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Polish National Church of the Transfiguration of Our Lord, 
Hillside Social Athletic Club, St. Stanislaus Kostka Polish School, Cracovia Manor, Wawel Savings Bank, and Kathie 
Sadowski, owner of P. Bunyanrsquo;s Steakhouse, among others. 


