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Jon Walter, James Whitlow : Walnut Ridge and Hoxie (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Walnut Ridge and Hoxie (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Susan EliasonGreat history0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. I enjoyed this book immenselyBy J. GREERI enjoyed this book immensely. The two towns' 
pasts come to life in this beautiful pictorial. From beautiful houses to the numerous businesses in both towns, this is a 
must read for every history buff! Since I am not originally from Walnut Ridge or Hoxie, I found it neat to drive around 
to see where some of the houses and business once stood, or in some cases, still stand today. I happen to live in a home 
that was built in the early 1920's in Walnut Ridge and I've used most of the same resources the authors have used to 
research the history of my home. It is great to read a book where the authors are so passionate about preserving and 
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sharing the history of their respective towns with future generations.

When word came to Old Walnut Ridge that the railroad was coming, Col. Willis Miles Ponder moved the entire 
settlement a few miles, cleared a site for a depot, and platted the new town in 1874. Not long after, Hoxie was formed 
when Henry and Mary Boas offered a right-of-way for another railroad through their land just south of Walnut Ridge. 
Born by the railroads, the towns have been joined at the hip ever since. By 1889, there was a mule-drawn streetcar 
connecting the two towns, replaced by an electric streetcar in 1904. Hit hard by the Depression, the towns were saved 
in part when Walnut Ridge was selected as the home of a World War II Army Air Field, resulting in an influx of 4,000 
people. This facility is now used as a city airport, industrial park, and home of Williams Baptist College. Images of 
America: Walnut Ridge and Hoxie illustrates the boom times and the struggles of these towns through their first 100 
years.

About the AuthorA native of Hoxie, Jon Walter is a graduate of West Point. After retirement from the Army, he 
returned with his family to the homeland they love. James Whitlow, a retired electrical maintenance technician, is a 
longtime resident of Hoxie. Both sides of his family have been farmers in the area since the 1850s. The authors 
became friends through their mutual interest in collecting photographs and postcards. They have compiled unique 
images for this book from libraries, museums, and private owners. 


