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M. Green, J. Yarwood, L. Daughtery, M. Mazzenga : Washington 101: An Introduction to the Nationrsquo;s 
Capital  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Washington 
101: An Introduction to the Nationrsquo;s Capital: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great primer about this fascinating cityBy Linda yarwoodA 
readable and very interesting book about D.C. This is not a tour book, but helps one understand the history, culture and 
politics of Washington. It would be helpful reading for anyone going to live ,work,or study in the area.3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. If you only ever read one book about D.C, this is it!By William J. ShepherdThis 
wonderfully written book is a sweeping overview of what makes the nation's capital tick. The authors are to be 
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commended for their entertaining and analytical blend of social, economic, political, and historical commentary that is 
honest but not provocative, careful but not cowardly. They are particularly adept in addressing the issues of race and 
home rule. Also, the section on memorials and monuments excellent. However, sports is strangely underplayed (no 
pun intended), with barely a mention of professional baseball (Senators, Nationals) and football (Redskins). 
Otherwise, no academic or public library worth its salt will be without this book in some format, though the 
prohibitive cost may hinder hardcover sales, especially to the general public.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. I really enjoyed this book!By J. SageIf you're looking for a book that tells you more about D.C. than what the 
tourist guides say, this study is definitely the place to start. The generic title does not do this book justice! The authors 
cover a wide range of topics, including facts about the city that non-Washingtonians (like me) probably aren't aware 
of. For instance, the government doesn't employ nearly as many people in D.C. as you might think, and the city was 
not, in fact, designed to prevent riots. (Though the authors do note that political protests in the city, while very 
common today, were once seen as dangerous and un-American.) It's an enlightening study, comprehensive yet not too 
dense, and surprisingly easy to read.

Washington 101 offers a layman's introduction to the richness and diversity of the nation's capital. An exploration of 
the history, politics, architecture, and people of the city and region, Washington 101 is a must-read for anyone curious 
to learn more about Washington.

"Admittedly written as the text for a course on the nation's capital, this book provides a sprightly, informative, and 
often illuminating portrait of Washington, D.C. Although aimed at D.C. college students, it could also act as a travel 
guide...the audience could be wide...the book's ten chapters eloquently and adroitly explore such subjects as 
Washington's heritage of design (the L'Enfant Plan and the McMillan Commission), its memorials and monumentality, 
its host of museums, its politics, its economy, and its society, rich and poor. The authors especially focus on the city's 
unique and constraining geographic and political boundaries and Washington's long, rich, but troubled racial history. 
Unlike a travel guide, all of these discussions are finely nuanced." - J. F. Bauman, University of Southern Maine, 
Choice January 2015 52:52-2735From the Back Cover"Washington 101 delivers a synthesis of previous historical 
research on Washington that is written and organized in an accessible manner...The book is a reliable work of popular 
history, and a set of well-chosen topical essays."nbsp; --nbsp;Carl Abbott, Portland State UniversityAbout the 
AuthorMatthew N. Green is Associate Professor of Politics at The Catholic University of America. He is the author of 
The Speaker of the House: A Study of Leadership and has authored or coauthored a number of articles about 
American politics and political institutions.Julie Yarwood is a PhD candidate in the Department of History at The 
Catholic University of America. She is currently working on her dissertation, which examines the links between 
religion and politics during the New Deal through the perspective of local religious leaders. Laura G. Daughtery, PhD 
is Associate Professor at the National Catholic School of Social Service, The Catholic University of America. She is a 
licensed practitioner with more than a decade of experience in Washington, DC. Prior to joining NCSSS, Daughtery 
spent more than two decades as a print and broadcast journalist covering Washington, DC. Maria Mazzenga, PhD is 
Education Archivist at the American Catholic History Research Center and University Archives of The Catholic 
University of America. Her research and publications focus on US society and culture in the 1920-1950 period and 
American Catholic life. She is the author of American Religious Responses to Kristallnacht. 


