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Patricia Hershwitzky : West Las Vegas (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised West Las Vegas (Images of America): 

Original Las Vegas faced stiff odds with fluctuating fortunes throughout the 20th century. Celebrated as the 
McWilliams Townsite in 1904, Las Vegas?s first commercial enterprise was quickly crushed by savvy developers 
owning most of the water rights on the southeast side of the railroad tracks. Deprived of resources and services, the 
tent-riddled ground soon earned the name Ragtown and was populated by the area?s poorest, the majority being 
minorities. During the 1940s and 1950s, a soaring influx of blacks from small plantation towns in the South descended 
upon Las Vegas, seeking a promised land during the boom of wartime industry, but Jim Crow laws flew in with them. 
Ironically, segregation led to the emergence of the Westside as an enclave of successful businesses, services, 
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entertainment and casino venues, dozens of churches, and middle-class housing. Although integration brought an 
exodus and decline, a bold new generation of West Las Vegans is once again revitalizing the original Westside 
community.
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