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John D. Hoag : Western Islamic Architecture: A Concise Introduction (Dover Architecture)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Western Islamic Architecture: A Concise 
Introduction (Dover Architecture): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Nimble Little Volume for Those Interested in Learning About 
Islamic ArchitectureBy JJaresIslamic architecture is recognizable from Spain to India. It was all part of Muslim rule 
over one-half the known world that they achieved after Muhammad's death. Dr. John D. Hoag makes an interesting 
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statement early in his concise history of Islamic architecture. "When Muhammad redirected his prayers from the 
Temple at Jerusalem to the Kaaba at Mecca, the ancient Arabian center of pagan pilgrimage, he turned Islam into a 
national Arab movement."Muslim civilization concentrated their architectural efforts around 2 types of buildings: The 
mosque and the palace. "The mosque is a shelter and a refuge from the turbulent life of the crowded city." Each 
Muslim is involved in his own salvation - "each wrapped in an inner calm that is unknown to a Westerner.""The 
palace, on the other hand, uses every resource of architectural symbolism to emphasize the power and authority of the 
ruler. At times, Dr. Hoag's writings are lyrical in his understanding of the methods and goals of various architectural 
changes.During the first 40 pages, Hoag tells readers what is unique about what they will see in the succeeding pages. 
Then, he shows extraordinary examples of Islamic architecture. I found it helpful to go back-and-forth between the 
text and the photos.I was surprised to see how much I learned in less than 140 pages. Dr. Hoag added something 
important to the usual photos - he gave a floor plan and sometimes drawings to show how the finished building fit into 
the whole. I don't know much about architecture but these additions added much to my understanding.Dr John D. 
Hoag was a graduate of Harvard and worked as chief librarian at Yale. Later, he taught at the U of Colorado, Boulder. 
Incredibly, Hoag mastered Mayan, Aztec, Egyptian, Islamic art and architecture - and it shows in his ability to cover 
concisely 1300+ years of the Muslim's urge to convey the centrality of God in his life through architecture.4.5 stars 
because of b/w photos

Among the glories of world architecture, Islamic mosques and palaces — from Spain to Egypt and other parts of the 
Middle East — are universally studied and admired. This profusely illustrated introduction to that subject gives a 
lively account of the style of structures symbolized by domed mosques, mosaic-lined arcades, and filigreed interiors.A 
brief, scholarly essay, followed by drawings, maps, and photographs of excellent quality, contrasts — among other 
buildings — the airy internal ornamentation and almost elegant sensuality of Spain's Alhambra with the austerity of 
Egypt's Mosque of Ibn Tulun, both of which, in turn, are compared to the monumental Ottoman mosques built in 
Turkey.One of the most useful reference tools for studying architecture of the Islamic world, this "remarkably lucid 
survey … will be particularly valuable in high school and college libraries." — Best Sellers.


