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Rose Ann Hirsch : Western New York Amusement Parks (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Western New York Amusement Parks (Images of 
America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Childhood Memories RevistedBy Lynn McArdMy grandparents 
lived in Tonawanda and North Tonawanda and I stayed with them a few weeks every summer as a child. I went to 
Dealings, Fantasy Island, Darien Lakes (loved The Viper coaster) and Crystal beach. Dealings was my favorite park 
with the boat ride and carousel and I have always wondered what happened to my favorite horse when the park was 
closed.. We lived in Salamanca when I was in kindergarten and I remember Fentier Village and the tram that went up 
the hill.This book brought back so many memories for me! I showed it to my dad and he started telling me stories of 
Fentier Village and Celoron Park. I am so glad that the authors showcased the parks that I grew up with. This is a must 
read for anyone who grew up in western New York and went to these parks. Thank you!1 of 1 people found the 
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following review helpful. Great memories for baby boomers!By Deborah HarrisI bought this book for my sister who 
now lives in Arizona. As children, my dad took us to most of the places in this book. It brought back so many warm 
family memories. We rocked those rides!!!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very InformativeBy 
BatfanI loved reading this book, even though many things predate me. I loved reading about local places and I've even 
shared this book with my dad and grandfather who do remember some things from this book.

For more than 100 years, western New Yorkers have enjoyed the region?s exciting amusement parks. During the days 
of trolleys and steamships, area businessmen created Celoron Park, Crystal Beach Park, and other fine local summer 
resorts. Decades later, lifelong memories were formed for neighborhood baby boomers who visited Glen Park and 
Fantasy Island, as well as one of New York State?s finest theme parks, Darien Lake. Western New York has always 
been a proving ground for some of the nation?s most famous roller coasters. The terrifying Cyclone, the fast and 
furious Silver Comet, and the extreme Ride of Steel have attracted the very bravest of visitors. In the new millennium, 
the summer tradition of visiting local amusement parks continues with a blend of family-orientated parks and theme 
parks that appeal to all ages.

Title: Love of amusement parks inspire authorAuthor: Susan J. ConradPublisher: The Daily News OnlineDate: 
6/25/2011Niagara Falls resident Rose Ann Hirsch has always enjoyed amusement parks. She recently published her 
third book about local parks.Hirsch will be available at 1 p.m. today at Present Tense, 101 Washington St., Batavia, to 
sign her book, ldquo;Western New York Amusement Parks,rdquo; which is part of Arcadia Publishingrsquo;s 
ldquo;Images of Americardquo; series.The book focuses on the history of about 20 amusement parks that operated 
during the last 100 years, including Darien Lake Theme Park. Along with more than 200 historical images, Hirsch 
includes chronological information on the growth or decline of each park. Some of the pictures depict Darien Lake 
before it became the sprawling thrill center of recent decades.ldquo;I really enjoyed revisiting my memories of going 
to these parks with my family,rdquo; Hirsch said. ldquo;Only four of the parks featured in the book are still 
open.rdquo;Crystal Beach Amusement Park is Hirschrsquo;s all-time favorite amusement park, she said. Her family 
visited the park at least once a summer during her youth.ldquo;It had dark rides and roller coasters,rdquo; Hirsch said. 
ldquo;Everything a thrill-seeker could want was at Crystal Beach.rdquo;Hirsch also has fond memories of Christmas 
Park in Albion. That park helped her to love and appreciate the Christmas holiday, she said.As a child, the Sky Fighter 
was Hirschrsquo;s favorite kiddie ride. It can still be found at Carousel Water and Fun Park in Beach Lake, Pa. As 
soon as she rode the Silver Comet at Fantasy Island, that ride took over as her favorite, she said.Hirsch took about a 
year to research and write ldquo;Western New York Amusement Parks.rdquo;Finding some of the old photographs 
was the trickiest part of the research, she said.They were obtained through Hirschrsquo;s own post card collection, at 
the Buffalo State College Archives and from other amusement park fans on Facebook.She also wrote books for 
Arcadia on ldquo;Kiddie Parks of the Adirondacksrdquo; and ldquo;Crystal Beach.rdquo;About the AuthorAs a 
western New Yorker, Rose Ann Hirsch grew up visiting several of the arearsquo;s parks and spent 31 summers riding 
the Comet at Crystal Beach. She has written various articles and books on amusement park topics, including Kiddie 
Parks of the Adirondacks. 


