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Miriam Neirick : When Pigs Could Fly and Bears Could Dance: A History of the Soviet Circus  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised When Pigs Could Fly and 
Bears Could Dance: A History of the Soviet Circus: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good but, but a bit repetitiveBy BFGInteresting book, but a little 
repetitive. Seems like it was worked from a research paper or dissertation. Enjoyed reading it.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent history of the development of the circus in Soviet ...By Susanne HueyExcellent 
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history of the development of the circus in Soviet Russia. Clearly explains why Russian circus artists have been so 
good and disciplined in the past 75 years. If you like circus and interested in its development in Russia, then this is a 
"must read."

For more than seven decades the circuses enjoyed tremendous popularity in the Soviet Union. How did the 
circusmdash;an institution that dethroned figures of authority and refused any orderly narrative 
structuremdash;become such a cultural mainstay in a state known for blunt and didactic messages? Miriam Neirick 
argues that the variety, flexibility, and indeterminacy of the modern circus accounted for its appeal not only to diverse 
viewers but also to the Soviet state. In a society where government-legitimating myths underwent periodic revision, 
the circus proved a supple medium of communication. Between 1919 and 1991, it variously displayed the triumph of 
the Bolshevik revolution, the beauty of the new Soviet man and woman, the vulnerability of the enemy during World 
War II, the prosperity of the postwar Soviet household, and the Soviet mission of international peacemdash;all while 
entertaining the public with the acrobats, elephants, and clowns. With its unique ability to meet and reconcile the 
demands of both state and society, the Soviet circus became the unlikely darling of Soviet culture and an entertainment 
whose usefulness and popularity stemmed from its ambiguity.

ldquo;A beautifully written, compact history of the Soviet Circus.rdquo;mdash;Janet M. Davis, author of The Circus 
Age: Culture Society under the American Big Top 


