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Dan Chiasson : Where's the Moon, There's the Moon: Poems  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Where's the Moon, There's the Moon: Poems: 

These are powerfully original poems about the sweetness and pain of adulthood and fatherhood by the critically 
acclaimed poet Dan Chiasson.A childrsquo;s improvised game of ldquo;Wherersquo;s the moon, Therersquo;s the 
moonrdquo; is the shaping metaphor for this collection, but adult matters of seeking and finding, loss and recovery, 
anticipation and desirersquo;s uncertain rewards are at its heart. Chiasson makes poignant use of objects and 
naturersquo;s givens as correlatives for our human struggles: ldquo;Being near me never made anyone a needle,rdquo; 
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he writes in ldquo;Thread,rdquo; and in the poem titled ldquo;Tree,rdquo; ldquo;All day I waited to be blown; / then 
someone cut me down.rdquo; In the title sequence, a multipart poem about fathers and sons, Chiasson describes the 
ways the gift for being absent, a poetrsquo;s gift, is passed from father to son, as he watches his own children sink into 
the enigmatic silences that mimic his ownmdash;silences that he, in turn, connects with his own fatherrsquo;s 
disappearance from his life. Chiasson is a poet of great grief and love. In this third book, his voice is more 
commanding than ever, embracing the notion of how smallmdash;yet how rich and significantmdash;are our 
individual stories in time and space.From the Hardcover edition.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . In his third book, Chiasson continues his exploration of the places where older high 
culture meets contemporary culture, both high and popular. In this case, his poems quote from or mirror works by 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Emily Dickinson, and Henry David Thoreau, among others; the long title poem is centered 
around the classic children's story Sylvester and the Magic Pebble. The book explores fatherhoodmdash;both in terms 
of Chiasson's own father and his children. In the title poem, a story read to his children illuminates my father's distance 
and yet the tendency of distant things/ to become central. Distance and death are ever-present, as in the book's first 
poem: Here follows the phone number of a dead person, writes Chiasson. A series of short, aphoristic pieces at the 
book's conclusion tries to stave off endings through hide and seek: the magic trick/ of keeping time in play by yo-yo/ 
mini-episodes of loss and recovery. In between are poems of formal variety and accessible speech that are equal parts 
mournful and hopeful: If you surround yourself with sadness, you seem happy, reads a line from Monitor; Roman 
Song offers another note: Let everything you eat be your good food. (Mar.) Copyright copy; Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. ldquo;These poems refract the sober realities of 
middle age, in particular the joys and anxieties of fatherhood and grief at the deaths of friends or 
parents.rdquo;mdash;The New York of BooksFrom the Trade Paperback edition.About the AuthorDan Chiasson was 
educated at Amherst College and Harvard University. He is the author of two previous collections of poetry, The 
Afterlife of Objects and Natural History, and a book of criticism, One Kind of Everything: Poem and Person in 
Contemporary America. His essays on poetry appear widely, and he serves as a poetry editor of The Paris . The 
recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, an Academy Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and a 
Whiting Writers Award, Chiasson teaches at Wellesley College and lives in Sudbury, Massachusetts. 


