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Kevin Whitehead : Why Jazz?: A Concise Guide before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Why Jazz?: A Concise Guide:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Kevin Whitehead does tell why!By lee brownKevin Whitehead has
written the liveliest and, incidentally, the most compact and yet complete book on jazz you will find. His answer to the
guestion posed in the titleis simple, if alittle misleadingly so: Once you learn something about how jazz works, you
will realize how much fun it is. The books Q A format applies alittle artificially now and then, but is easily ignored in
those cases. The book benefits from the fact that KW is a colorful writer, afact that sets him off from most jazz
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journalists and historians, and from all jazz theorists. Lee B. Brown / Jazznotes The Other Paper / ColumbusO of 0
people found the following review helpful. Thisisafunread | can highly recommend whether you are new ...By mary
m yznagaThisisafun read | can highly recommend whether you are new to jazz or not. Whitehead has spent many
decades exploring the music and it shows. His well-honed writing style is eminently readable. This book is a great
addition to any jazz library, academic or personal.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. More like a text
bookBy DanA lot get of technical information. More like atext book. Y ou need to know music but | did get some
general info that was good.

What was the first jazz record? Are jazz solos really improvised? How did jazz lay the groundwork for rock and
country music? In Why Jazz?, author and NPR jazz critic Kevin Whitehead provides lively, insightful answersto these
and many other fascinating questions, offering an entertaining guide for both novice listeners and long-time
fans.Organized chronologically in a convenient question and answer format, this terrific resource makes jazz
accessible to abroad audience, and especially to readers who've found the music bewildering or best left to the
experts. Yet Why Jazz? is much more than an informative QA it concisely traces the century-old history of this
American and global art form, from its beginningsin New Orleans up through the current postmodern period.
Whitehead provides brief profiles of the archetypal figures of jazz--from Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington to
Wynton Marsalis and John Zorn--and illuminates their contributions as musicians, performers, and composers. Also
highlighted are the building blocks of the jazz sound--call and response, rhythmic contrasts, personalized performance
techniques and improvisation--and discussion of how visionary musicians have reinterpreted these elementsto
continually redefine jazz, ushering in the swing era, bebop, cool jazz, hard bop, and the avant-garde. Along the way,
Why Jazz? provides helpful plain-English descriptions of musical terminology and techniques, from "blue notes" to
"conducted improvising.” And unlike other histories which haphazardly cover the stylistic branches of jazz that
emerged after the 1960s, Why Jazz? groups | atter-day musical trends by decade, the better to place them in historical
context.Whether read in self-contained sections or as a continuous narrative, this compact reference presents a trove of
essential information that belongs on the shelf of anyone who's ever been interested in jazz.



