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Donna Blake Birchell : Wicked Women of New Mexico  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Wicked Women of New Mexico: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great historical account!!By CustomerThis is just an awesome book! 
I have lived in New Mexico for over 62 years and I learned so much from these pages! I've read many historical 
accounts of New Mexico and it's peoples before but never in this detail and in an interesting way. This was a page 
turner. Many thanks to the author and her great detail and many hours of research!!1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. A great read with a lot of history and sadness.By ChaseI really enjoyed learning the history of my 
home state and of the struggles these women went through. Life was not easy for anyone. I learned that life was even 
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harder for the women of the time.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An easy read.By K. A. 
LorensenInteresting little book filled with vignettes of how and why these women "went bad". An easy read.

New Mexico Territory attracted outlaws and desperados as its remote locations guaranteed non-detection while 
providing opportunists the perfect setting in which to seize wealth. Many wicked women on the run from their pasts 
headed there seeking new starts before and after 1912 statehood. Colorful characters such as Bronco Sue, Sadie 
Orchard and Lizzie McGrath were noted mavens of mayhem, while many other women were notorious gamblers, 
bawdy madams or confidence tricksters. Some paid the ultimate price for crimes of passion, while others avoided 
punishment by slyly using their beguiling allure to influence authorities. Follow the raucous tales of these wild women 
in a collection that proves crime in early New Mexico wasn't only a boys' game.

About the AuthorDonna Birchell is the author of Carlsbad and Carlsbad Caverns, Eddy County" and "New Mexico 
Wine: An Enchanting History." She developed a passion for history through the inspiration of her history-buff parents, 
William and Dorothy Blake. While doing research for her other books, New Mexican Donna discovered a lack of 
combined written history about the slightly tarnished and definitely wicked ladies of New Mexico and thought the 
oversight should be corrected." 


