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Michael Tutton, Elizabeth Hirst, Hentie Louw, Jill Pearce : Windows: History, Repair and Conservation  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Windows: History, Repair and 
Conservation: 

This is the first and only reference volume covering the subject of windows in depth - no other book offers this wealth 
of practical detail. It is highly accessible, written for both the professional and interested layperson Written by a team 
of 15 experts - surveyors, structural engineers, craftsmen and conservators describing their own approaches to specific 
materials, problems and designs. It includes over 400 illustrations in colour and black and white, from a wide range of 
sources, including historic drawings, paintings, pattern books, textbooks, manufacturers' catalogues and contemporary 
and archive photographs. It is an invaluable asset for everyone involved with windows on a daily basis, combining the 
knowledge of leading historians and experts in the field of window conservation. The window is a familiar yet 
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surprisingly complex feature, with a rich history that has not, up until now, been explored in any great depth. This 
encyclopaedic work is both a fascinating exploration of the history and development of the window, and a practical 
hands-on guide to their care and preservation. Part 1 covers the history of the window including the development in 
glass technology. It also provides an illustrated glossary of window types. Part 2 reviews the changes in policy and 
legislation and discusses structural issues, decay mechanisms and the current stringent performance standards and how 
they affect historic windows. Part 3 focuses on the materials used in the construction of windows and the craft of 
leaded glazing. It details the appropriate techniques for repair and conservation. Windows is fully illustrated in both 
colour and mono to include over 400 high quality illustrations.

"'This long awaited volume contains all the practitioner, conservation officer, curator, contractor or amateur will ever 
need to know about windows; from their history and development, to their identification, repair specification, use of 
materials and fittings, and even the current legislation governing them. It is packed with information provided by 
leading fenestration experts, and when combined with well selected photographs and illustrations, it is surely essential 
reading.' Rory Cullen, Head of Buildings, The National Trust"About the AuthorMichael Tutton DipCons, 
PgDip(Ind.Archaeol), PgDip(BldgCons.), IHBC, MaPSMichael Tutton is a clerk of works and historic buildings 
consultant, he has extensive experience in site supervision and advice, and site and contract management on historic 
buildings throughout the south east and in the midlands. He is a trustee of the SPAB and the Construction History 
Society. Elizabeth Hirst ACR, FRSA Elizabeth Hirst is an architectural conservator involved in a broad range of 
projects including consultancy, practical and preventive conservation. In 1986 she founded Hirst Conservation, a multi-
disciplined organization specializing in fine art and historic building conservation, working in the UK and overseas. 


